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ACTION AF-18 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-09 NSAE-00 

PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-12 PRS-01 NIC-01 AID-20 ACDA-19 
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- 019879 

R 101040 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 620 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 0341 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFORMARRSOKN 

SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION 

1. HIGH RANKING DPRK DELEGATION HEADED BY VICE PRESIDENT KANG 
RYANG UK ARRIVED MOGADISCIO MARCH 7 FOR FOUR- DAY OFFICIAL VISIT. 
DELEGATION INCLUDES DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER CHANG CHON HA WAN AND 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER YANG MAN SO. OFFICIAL TALKS BETWEEN 
KOREANS AND SOMALIS OPENED MARCH 8 WITH DEFENSE SECRETARY SAMANTAR 
HEADING SOMALI CONTINGENT WHICH ALSO INCLUDED SNA FIRST VICE 
COMMANDANT, BG ABDALLA FADIL, AND FONSEC OMAR ARTEH. 

2. IT THUS APPEARS THAT MAJOR PURPOSE OF VISIT TO DISCUSS MILITARY 
COOPERATION BETWEEN DPRK AND SOMALIA. TIMING OF VISIT PUZZLING IN 
LIGHT NORTH KOREAN EFFORTS OBTAIN ETHIOPIAN RECOGNITION ( ADDIS 2620). 
POSSIBLE THAT SOMALIS REQUESTED VISIT AT THIS TIME IN CONNECTION 
WITH WHAT THEY PERCEIVE TO BE INCREASING ETHIOPIAN MILITARY 
PRESSURE RESULTING FROM BUILD- UP IN OGADEN. NORTH KOREA, OF 

ALL COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, HAS GIVEN MOST UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT 
TO SOMALIA, ALTHOUGH ASSISTANCE TO DATE HAS BEEN PRIMARILY 
ECONOMIC. MILITARY COOPERATION THUS FAR HAS BEEN CONFINED 
TO GUERRILLA TRAINING. KIM- IL SUNG ONLY COMMUNIST LEADER TO 
EXPLICITLY ENDORSE SOMALI IRREDENTIST AIMS ( IN COMMUNIQUE 
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FOLLOWING SIAD' S MAY 1972 VISIT). 
LOORAM 
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